
FROM THE BOARD

What’s Happening
By Jennifer Skaife, President


How quickly the months pass! Here we are 
truly past summer, with days shortening, and a 
coolness in the air morning and evening. We are 
in the nearest thing to autumn that Southern 
California gets. So many of us here come from far 
away places, many of us from where seasons are 
distinct and separate. Here there is a subtle drift 
from one to the next… where did summer go? 
When did it start to get dark at 7pm? Which 
brings me to asking - have you noticed the 
improved lighting at street level?

Over the past couple of weeks we have 
repaired, replaced and rendered functional all of 
the previously neglected light fittings in doorway 
reveals, over windows and in dark corners along 
Broadway and Linden. Take a look! There are a 
couple or more new fittings along Broadway too. 
Along with the lighting, the additional video 
surveillance cameras are up and working. As the 
days shorten, our improved lighting and camera 
coverage provides us each with a more secure home. 
This is something The Board feels very strongly 
about, and along with our volunteers, managers and 

contractors, has every intention of maintaining.
The upcoming Board of Directors meeting on 

(which to those of you who find that title somewhat 
formal and uninviting) is the monthly Homeowners 
meeting, beginning with open forum, offering you, 
the homeowner, an opportunity to speak openly for a 
few minutes to the Board about any matter relevant 
to the Lafayette. It will be on Tuesday, November 3, 
2009 at 7pm in the Solarium. We recommend if you 
do plan to bring up a pressing issue, you first put it in 
writing and drop it off at the office, or e-mail to 
lafayet@charterinternet.com. This gives us the 
chance to address your matter prior to the meeting 
and possibly answer you immediately in open forum.

Items on the agenda for the November meeting 
are listed on page four of the newsletter and are 
posted in the display cases.

Look forward to seeing you there! ✍
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Photo from the Archives: The Fife & Drum Room opened on Nov. 17 in 
the current 144 Linden Avenue space. Cocktails were served in a 
setting of an early New England Inn.
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FROM THE MANAGER

Condo Comments
By Sharon Hays, Manager
 Happy 80th Birthday to the Lafayette!  
The Hotel Lafayette opened on Monday, October 28, 
1929 at 7am. Breakfast was served at the hotel cafe. 

Designed by Arthur 
and Cecil Schilling, 
masters of the Art 
Deco s ty le , the 
Lafayette's facade 
f e a t u r e d 
monumental Italian 
stylized male and 
fema le f i gures , 
winged ram's head, 
hanging garlands 
and a wrought iron 
marquise with a 
neon s ign . The 
Lafayette Cafe on 
the Broadway side 

was striking with an 
all-marble store front. The hotel was and is 
considered one of the finest examples of Art Deco 
architecture in the city.
 Also, if you’ve indicated you wanted your 
monthly HOA statement emailed to you, make sure 
to add lafayet@charterinternet.com to your address 
book and double check your junk folder. ✍

GARDEN COMMITTEE UPDATE

G r e e n  T h u m b s
By Sharon Hays

The Garden Committee has decided to eliminate 
many of the potted plants that are currently in the 
garden. We will be donating them to the City of 
Long Beach Parks and Recreation Dept to add to our 
parks. By the time you read this they should be gone.  
Some of the trees and other plants were desperately 
in need of transplanting and repotting, this is a job 
that is too big for the committee, so we are hoping 
that they will find a nice spot in a nearby park. ✍
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TECH TALK

The Lafayette 2.0
By Geronimo Quitoriano

 As mentioned in last 
month’s newsletter, the 
Board has decided to share 
the office’s wi-fi connection 
wi th re s idents dur ing 
weekday evenings (6pm - 
10pm) and on weekends 
(10am - 10pm).  I’ve only 
heard positive comments 

and have noticed a few people using it, so the 
program appears to be a success.  If you have any 
questions regarding logging on to our network, 
please feel free to ask me at the office. 
 Speaking of the internet, resident and fellow 
homeowner Mark Hawks has been updating our 
website to make it more functional for residents.     
If you don’t know already, it’s at: thelafayettelb.org. 
Add a bookmark to your browsers. We now have a 
handy calendar (with Board meetings, social 
events, office closures, etc.) on the homepage plus a 
download link to the latest issue of the newsletter. 
There’s also tab for Lafayette forms such as the gym 
waiver, Rules & Regu lat ions and so lar ium 
reservation. You can download the pdf ’s anytime! It’s 
still a work in progress, but we hope to make it a 
portal for any information you need regarding the 
Lafayette! Please let us know if you have any 
comments.
 Did you know that the Lafayette has an 
online store? Visit: cafepress.com/lafayettelb.  You 
can get a whole bunch of unique Lafayette themed 
items (such as mugs, magnets, calendar, clock, tote 

bag and even a throw 
pillow!) to give as 
gifts or to decorate 
your Lafayette pad.  
Proceeds benefit The 
F r i e n d s o f t h e 
Historical Lafayette’s 
preservation efforts. 
Buy now!✍
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WELCOME TO THE LAFAYETTE

New Residents
Unit 342Jered Davis

Unit 452 Melina Bambanian

Unit 532Glenn Agoncillo

Unit 852 Andrew “Drew” Cordova

ALL RESIDENTS:  Remember no bicycles in 
the Main Lobby. Window coverings must be 

white or off-white! In the trash closets, put trash 
in the black bag and recycling in the clear bag!  

And for sanitary reasons, please securely tie any 

trash you put in the closets.✍ 

BUY NOW AT THE LAFAYETTE STORE

FOR UNIQUE HOLIDAY GIFTS!

Housewares
BBQ Apron
Tile Coaster!
Mousepad
Mug
Throw Pillow

Bags
Messenger Bag
Tote Bag

Magnets
Rectangle Magnet

Prints
Journal
Calendar Print
Postcards

more coming soon...

ALL proceeds from the store will benefit The Friends of the 
Historical Lafayette’s ongoing efforts to restore "The Jewel of 
the East Village."  Thanks for shopping!

cafepress.com/lafayettelb

visit

2010



 FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Who’s Who at the Lafayette
2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Jennifer Skaife  VP: Dennis Cornax 
Secretary: Eddie Stanton         VP: Joe Hill
Treasurer: Rick Blackshere   

CONTACT THE BOARD
In writing:  Each board member has a mailbox in the office.  All 

written comments will be addressed in a timely manner.  Or you may 
email them through the office: lafayet@charterinternet.com.

In person: Come to the board meetings usually every first Tuesday 
of the month at 7pm in the Solarium (11th floor Campbell Building) 
unless a schedule change has been posted.
OFFICE MANAGER

Sharon Hays
Phone: 562-436-5391   9:30am to 5pm weekdays
Fax: 562-436-8762     Cell: 562-499-9979
Email: lafayet@charterinternet.com  
Reminder: Meeting minutes may be viewed at the office.
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C a l e n d a r
November 1 - 20, 2009

We ♥Long Beach & Food Finders 

Thanksgiving Food Drive

Bring your canned or sealed box food 
to the drop-off box in the Lafayette’s 

Main Lobby and help the needy

Tuesday, November 3, 2009

Board Meeting

7pm @ 11th floor Solarium

Thursday, November 26, 2009

Thanksgiving Day

OFFICE CLOSED

Friday, November 27, 2009

Day after Thanksgiving

OFFICE CLOSED

NEWSLET TER TEAM

SHARON HAYS

GERONIMO QUITORIANO

JENNIFER SKAIFE

✄  ☎  ✍
  THE LAFAYETTE LETTER IS 
PUBLISHED PERIODICALLY 
FROM THE OFFICE OF THE 
L A FAY E T T E A S S O C I AT I O N 
OF HOMEOWNERS. IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIB-
U T E T O T H E L E T T E R , 
P L E A S E C O N T A C T 
GERONIMO AT (562 ) 435-4775 
O R E M A I L : G P O L A R O I D 
@MAC.COM.

Board of Directors Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, November 3, 2009

7pm in the Solarium

• Call to Order

• Open Forum (3 min each homeowner)

• President’s Report: Jennifer Skaife

• Treasurer’s Report: Rick Blackshere

• Committee Reports (Commercial Properties, Social, 
Historical & Nonprofit, Bicycle Room, Storage)

• Old Business (Lafayette/Broadway building painting, 
Additional security cameras)

• New Business (Nominations for 2010 Board members, 
Volunteers for Christmas Decorations and party, NCIS 
filming on 11/2-3/09)

•  Adjournment ✍ 


