
FROM THE BOARD

What’s Happening
By Frank Flores, President
 The Holiday Party on Tuesday, December 
9 is going to be fun! Don’t miss it! The raffle grand 
prize is a flat screen TV, Lakers tickets and great 
entertainment! The Phinneys will sing, Leo Bell will 
play his classical guitar; and Onno will play his piano! 
We have a talented bunch living in the Lafayette! 
And for all of you who missed the Irish dancers last 
year they are going to perform again this year! Eight 
to ten girls in full regalia performing their rendition 
of Riverdance! Your eyes and ears will not believe it! 
They are great. Don’t miss it!
 If anyone has ideas for raffle gifts for the 
Holiday party, or would like to combine with others 
on their floors to come up with something to raffle, 
that would be great! Or if any of the companies (i.e. 
restaurants, etc.) you work for could donate a raffle 
gift, that  would be really appreciated! All proceeds 
will go to the Friends of the Lafayette!
 The mural contest is still on and the 
winner of the selected mural to be painted on the 
walls in the Solarium will also win a $200.00 gift 
certificate! The winner will be announced the night 

of the Hol iday 
par ty !  P lea se 
ha ve ent r ie s 
tur ned in by 
M o n d a y , 
December 1 , i f 
possible!
 T h e 
Holiday party this 
year will be in the 
Embassy Room! 
It’s a great space 

with a lot of room and a stage for the performers!
 If you have not already noticed we have 
several empty commercial properties! That 
means no rent, which was a large portion of how we 
build up our reserves!  We are talking to groups of 
artists that will display their work in the windows 
so the spaces are not just empty, which attracts 
vandalism and brings the neighborhood down!  But 
this doesn’t pay 
our bills! All 
of our bills are 
going up and 
our reser ves 
ha ve gone 
down! We 
ha ve ju s t 
c o m p l e t e d 
some ver y 
e x p e n s i v e 
r o o f i n g 
projects that 
had to be 
done! This is a 
time when the 
Board must 
dec ide to 
r a i s e H OA 
fees and how 
much! Not fun stuff ! If anybody has any constructive 
ideas as to how we can build our reserves  and raise 
money, let us know.  We need and want your help!
 Finally lets make this a nice holiday season 
and continue to work at keeping the Lafayette the 
Jewel of the East Village Art District!
 I am also thinking about a green area in the 
garden! A strip of grass for our four-legged friends! 
Perhaps in the area in the garden before the trash 
cans and where the concrete is all broken! Lay a layer 
of gravel some dirt and roll some grass over it! It’s a 
thought. Let us know what you think about it. ✍
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GOOD DOG: THE WAY OF THE BUDDHA

You are Good Karma
By Aaron “Buddha” Chiancola

Welcome back, my fellow dog friends!
This week I want to address one of the most 

relaxing activities you can share with your best friend 
and a few tips to make it an even more rewarding 
experience for the both of you. 

“You First”
 Many dog owners do not realize that during a 

walk their pup will pick up on everything they do. 
Including who walks through the door first to begin 
the walk. If your pup enters or exits your house or 
any other area before you do you are allowing your 
pup to lead you. This can lead to problem 
behaviors such as pulling, leash biting or even 
nipping at your hand or pant leg. This is your pup’s 
way of telling you “come on, let’s go!”

If this is you, there are a couple things you can 
do to bring your pup in line. 

First, try keeping the leash a little shorter. Also, 
bring treats with you when you walk keeping one in 
your hand at all times during the duration of the 
walk to lure your pup to follow your hand and pay 
attention to what you are doing.

You can emai l quest ions to Buddha at : 
gooddogthewayofthebuddha@gmail.com. ✍

WELCOME

N e w  R e s i d e n t
Welcome to the Lafayette! 
Unit 328  Isabella Mari Ramsey

Our newest and smallest resident was born on 
November 17, 2008 at 5:28pm weighing 7 lbs 2 oz and 
measuring 20 inches to proud parents Mari and 
Carlos Ramsey. Congratulations!.✍
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A VIEW FROM THE 6TH FLOOR

by Thomas Wasper
 I'm walking home after leaving the Boy 
Broadway bar. I don't have that far to go and I've 
made the walk before. It's not a big deal. Then I 
stumble. What the f **k was that?, I think. Then I 
stagger a little. S**t. I must be drunker than I 
thought. What the hell did Ernesto put in those 
drinks anyway?
 Then I remember I haven't eaten. I meant to 
do that before I went drinking, but I never got the 
chance. Actually, I couldn't decide what I wanted to 
eat and then forgot about it altogether around the  
third or fourth drink. 
 I keep going try-
ing to keep my weaving 
to a minimum leery of 
being spotted by the 
coppers. I ’m walking 
along Broadway when a 
couple guys--one big and 
one smaller--come up 
behind me out of no-
where and ask me for 
money. Nope. Don't have 
any I tell them. They fall 
back a little and I can 
hear them talking to 
each other in low voices. 
Sounds like they're plot-
ting something. I am 
truly f**ked. I imagine 
myself as the injured an-
telope at the back of the 
herd , ea sy prey for 
predators. I steel myself 
for a fight. I don't know 
how good I’m going to 
be, but at the very least 
I'm going to throw up on 
some shoes! 
 So, I'm almost to 
the corner of Broadway 

and Alamitos where there is a well-lit gas station. 
The rest of the way there I'm walking with my head 
turned slightly, keeping a peripheral eye on the two 
thugs behind me. I finally make it into the light 
where I pull out my new G-Phone and lean against 
the railing in front of the station. My thought is I'll 
call someone for a ride the last few blocks to my 
place. 
 The big guy comes up beside me while his 
friend hangs back. Seeing the phone in my hand he 
says, "Aw man! Look at that phone! You're rich!" I 
am not rich I assure him. And then I think maybe 
there's an easier way out of this for me. I reach in my 

pocket and come out with 
a dollar bill. I hand it to 
him. He takes it, let's out 
something that sounds 
l ike "Whoopee ! " and 
takes off running back in 
the direction he came 
from, down Broadway. 
The little guy just walks 
after him and laughs. He 
says to his friend, "Man, 
what are you making all 
that noise for?"
 I put the phone back 
in my pocket and start 
walking along First Street 
in the direction of my 
house. I look back, but 
there's no sign of the two. 
I jog a short ways to put 
more distance between 
us-just in case--but the 
rest of the journey is un-
eventful. 
 And that is the story 
of how I almost died, but 
instead found out that my 
life is worth exactly one 
dollar. ✍
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The Story Of How I Almost Died, But Instead Found 
Out That My Life Is Worth Exactly One Dollar



FIRE SPRINKLER UPDATE

Existing High Rises
By Julie Nemechek

 I attended the Economic Development 
Committee meeting of the City Counsel the other 
night. I did not note any other Lafayette resident so 
I am providing a meeting summary:
 GOOD NEWS! -- The Long Beach Fire 
Depar tment presented the Fi re Spr ink le r 
Alternatives for Existing High Rise Program which is  
affordable (compared to the sprinklers) and 
agreeable to the Committee for Proposal to the City 
Council.  The Lafayette has been provided a copy 
of the plan. 
 There is some citizen concern over a few 
provisions. As such, citizen comment will be allowed 
until the next Committee meeting 12/16/08. The 
Committee will take the citizen concerns under 
advisement and present it's recommendation at the 
12/23/08 full City Council meeting.
 The primary concerns are:
• The HOA should not be held responsible for 

Non-Compliance penalties if the Non-Compliance 
is the result of a specific tenant's refusal to comply.

• Request for City Assistance to compel access to 
units where owners are suspected of hoarding or 
unsafe practices and non-compliance in a way that 
would be timely and not incur litigation. The City 
attorney is working on this. 

• A concern that the plan did not include basic 
safety training for all residents. ✍

DECEMBER 2008                             WWW.THELAFAYETTELB.ORG ISSUE #64

PAGE 4

Holiday scene at the Cafe Lafayette, now Village Treasures!

SCENE OUT AND ABOUT...

By Geronimo Quitoriano
...at the East 
V i l l a g e 
O r g a n i c 
F a r m e r s 
M a r k e t 
r i b b o n 
c u t t i n g : 
former Board 
P r e s i d e n t 
M o n i c a 
Youngblood 
running with 
the off ic ia l 
City of Long 
B e a c h 
scissors!


Neighbor Thea Robertshaw ’s painting 
“Abrahadabra” (which means “speak the 
bless ing” in Hebrew ) was prominently 
displayed at the Zimmer Children’s Museum 
8th Annual  Discovery Awards dinner.  Pictured 
here is actress Sharon Stone in front of the 
painting!✍

Photo by Geronimo Quitoriano



FROM THE GREEN COMMITTEE

E a r t h F r i e n d l y 
H o l i d a y  T i p s
By Amanda Montano and Ryan Stack

A fun holiday season doesn’t have to be a wasteful 
one so consider the following tips for a greener holi-
day:
• Send holiday greetings to friends and family on re-

cycled paper. Eliminate envelope waste by using 
postcards.

• Make your own wrapping paper. Wrap gifts in your 
own decorated re-usable paper (paper bags, news-
paper or children’s artwork), fabric or even a scarf.

• Buy energy 
saving LED 
lights.

• D o n a t e 
l e f t o v e r 
t rays o f 
food to a 
local home-
less shelter.

• Buy re-
chargeable 
batteries to 
accompany 
your elec-
tronic gifts.

• Add or-
ganic and 
l o c a l l y 
g r o w n 
foods to 
your holi-
day meals.

• D o n a t e 
your time 
or money 
to a charity 
or env i-
ronmental 
group. ✍

G r e e n  U p d a t e
By Amanda Montano and Ryan Stack
 The designated recycling bins on the 5th 
floor have proved to be a success over the past 3 
months so we have decided to expand this program 
to the 3rd and 4th floors. 
 We are looking forward to rolling this out to 
the entire Lafayette in the coming months if it con-
tinues to work well.
 We will soon be placing recycle bins in the 
laundry rooms to accommodate your detergent bot-
tles. 
 If you have any ideas, questions or concerns, 
please contact us. We would love to hear your green 
ideas!  Email us at meowmontano2@yahoo.com or 
ryansheamusstack@yahoo.com. ✍
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MISS UNIVERSE REVISITED

By Geronimo Quitoriano

 I had the distinct pleasure of meeting 
William Prendiz de Jurado (friend of fellow 

resident Malou Mariano) and an 
expert on the Miss Universe and 
Miss Inter nat iona l Beauty 
pageants.  As a young make-up 
artist, he remembers the glamour 
and the wonderful hospitality of 
the Lafayette Hotel, which was 
the host hote l fo r the 
contestants .   Wi l l i am was 
gracious enough to allow us to 
scan a few photos from his vast 
collection.  Two are presented 
here (check out the wallpaper 
and the stairs!). Look for more in 
upcoming issues of The Letter! ✍
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“New” Photos From The Lafayette’s Past

Photo courtesy of William Prendiz 
de Jurado

L E F T : C i n d y B a k e r , o f 
Birmingham, Miss Alabama (center) 
in the Internat ional Beauty 
Congress, enjoyed a preview of the 
kind of service the contestants 
received during their  stay at the 
Lafayette Hotel.  She had breakfast 
in bed served by a retinue of hotel 
employees, headed by manager 
John McKennon.  Beauty was held 
April 18-30, 1967. Miss Indiana 
Bonnie Burkley was on the far left.

Photo courtesy of 
William Prendiz 
de Jurado

T O P : M i s s 
P h i l i p p i n e s 
Blessilda Ocampo 
d e s c e n d s t h e 
Lafayette Hotel 
staircase in 1954.



FROM THE MANAGER 

Condo Comments
By Sharon Hays, Manager

If you’re planning construction or home 
improvement projects in your unit, remember to 
follow a few simple steps to ensure you don’t run into 
problems with neighbors or the association down the 
road.

• Before construction begins, please obtain a 
certificate of liability and workers compensation 
insurance from your contractor that names the 
association as an additional insured entity. The 
general liability coverage should 
be at least $1 million. This will 
he lp protect you , o ther 
residents and the association 
in the event of accidents, 
damage or injuries during the 
course of construction.

• Remember, you must 
submit your plans to the 
Arch i tectura l re v ie w 
committee (ARC) before work 
beg ins and because our 
bu i ld ing i s c l a s s i f i ed a s 
Historical, you must complete 
a “Cer t i f i ca te o f 
Appropr ia teness ” form 
required by the City. You may 
obtain this form from the 
office or through the City of 
Long Beach website.  

• All work must comply 
with local building, health and 
safety codes. The ARC is not 
responsible for ensuring your 
compliance, nor does the 
committee’s approval imply 
compl iance wi th loca l 
requirements.

• The members of the ARC 
have the right to inspect the 
work under way on your 
property to ensure it complies 
with the plans they approved.

• You will be held financially 

responsible for any damage to the common 
elements, limited common elements, other units or 
property resulting from the work done on your 
project or by your contractor.

• You are responsible for ensur ing that 
plumbing, cable, power and other utility lines 
sustain no damage from your construction project.

• All work must be performed between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. daily—excluding Sunday, when 
construction is prohibited.

• You must arrange to have all project-related 
debris and supplies removed daily. The association 
will bill you if it has to clean up a common area 
disturbed by your project. ✍
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LAFAYETTE HOLIDAY PARTY 

Tuesday, December 9th, 2008     5:00 PM-9:00 PM

Location:  540 Broadway (Former Koos Studio Space ) 
     

! !               Food, Drinks,  Raffle Prizes

          Entertainment including:

               Kelly School of Irish Dance 

          also featuring Lafayette Residents 

                    Leo Bell  on Guitar 

          Holiday Music by The Phinney’s and

                     Onno on the Piano 

WIN      WIN    WIN 
Grand Prize:  Big Screen TV

Tickets $10 Each or 6 for $50 
Drawing held @ Event 12/09/08

A set of 6 initial tickets will be delivered to each Lafayette 
Resident.  More will be available in the office. Proceeds 

benefit the Lafayette HOA Capital Improvement projects.   
Sell tickets to friends & family. 

Details for drawing on reverse of entry ticket.  
.....Many more prizes 

U P DAT E : LO C AT I O N 

C H A N G E D T O T H E 

EMBASSY “DOME” ROOM



 YOUR INFORMATION

Who’s Who at the Lafayette
2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Frank Flores     ffloresreps4u@aol.com
1st Vice-President: Ryan Stack   ryansheamusstack@yahoo.com
2nd Vice-President: Joe Hill onejoehill@charter.net
Secretary: Dennis Cornax     dionysus6652@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Rick Blackshere    andnod@yahoo.com

CONTACT THE BOARD
In writing: Email them. Also, each board member has a mailbox in 

the office.  All written comments will be addressed in a timely manner.  
In person: Come to the board meetings usually every first Tuesday 

of the month at 7pm in the Solarium (11th floor Campbell Building) 
unless a schedule change has been posted.

OFFICE MANAGER
Sharon Hays
Phone: 562-436-5391   9:30am to 5pm weekdays
Fax: 562-436-8762     Email: lafayet@charterinternet.com  
Reminder: Meeting minutes may be viewed at the office or if you 

would like them emailed to you, let Sharon know. 
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C a l e n d a r
Tuesday, December 9, 2008

Lafayette Holiday Party
Embassy Room

5pm to 9pm
Live entertainment, food, 
drinks and raffle prizes!

NEWSLET TER TEAM

BUDDHA

FRANK FLORES

SHARON HAYS

AMANDA MONTANO

JULIE NEMECHEK

GERONIMO QUITORIANO

RYAN STACK

THOMAS WASPER

✄  ☎  ✍
THE LAFAYETTE LETTER 
IS PUBLISHED PERIODI-
C A L LY F R O M T H E O F-
FICE OF THE LAFAYETTE 
A S S O C I AT I O N O F 
HOMEOWNERS.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
C O N T R I B U T E T O T H E 
L E T T E R , P L E A S E C O N-
TACT GERONIMO AT (562) 
435-4775 OR EMAIL: GPO-
LAROID @MAC.COM.

TIME SURE FLIES WHEN YOU’RE HAVING FUN!

By Geronimo Quitoriano

Did you know that Manager Sharon Hays just 
celebrated her 10 year anniversary working at the 

Lafayette this past October?  If she 
were a flight attendant, she’d have 
earned one diamond on her wings!  
That’s a lot of board meetings, water 
shut-offs, new and old residents, 
packages being signed for, HOA 
statements, noise complaints and a 
myriad other things that Sharon has 

to deal with on the job!  Let’s give Sharon a warm 
thank you for everything she does to keep the 
Lafayette running smoothly! ✍


